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Conservation Priorities



Conservation Reality



Informing Landowner Decisions



Capacity & 
Expertise

Local 
Knowledge & 
Relationships

Statewide Land Trusts & 
State Conservation Agencies

Regional Land Trusts

Local Land Trusts,
OSC, Community Members

Regional 
Conservation 
Partnerships

(RCPs)



Your Unique Role
Proactive & Reactive

 Friend/Neighbor
 First Responder
 Trusted Information
 Connector
 Convener
 Facilitator
 Supporter

No one else can do this!!!!



Broad Conservation Goals

 Clean water
 Wildlife habitat
 Climate change mitigation
 Recreational opportunities
 Forest/Farm Products
 Human Health

The missions of conservation organization vary.

Photo Credit: Rob Warren



Land Cover



Rate of Development



Ecoregions



Forest Types



Community Context
 Unique set of natural resources
 Unique set of goals to address your 

community’s needs





Different Priorities, Different Parcels

Prime Farm and forest Soil Conservation Assessment 
and Prioritization (CAPS)



Land Conservation Mapping

 Biomap2
 Designing Sustainable Landscapes
 MAPPR: Mapping and Prioritizing Parcels for 

Resilience
 MA Climate Action Tool
 MassCaps: Con. Assessment and Prioritization Tool
 Nature’s Network
 New England Landscape Futures (NELF) Explorer
 Resilient and Connected Landscapes



https://ag.umass.edu/resources/land-conservation-tools

Land Conservation Tools
UMass – Scott Jackson, Melissa Ocana, Lee Halasz



Ecological Diversity
 Meet the diverse interests of your community
 Engage new people
 Access new funding



Social Diversity

 Meet the needs of your 
whole community

February 10:
Social Context of 
Your Community

This environmental justice map was created by 
researchers at Amherst College, Harvard Forest, 
and StarLuna Consulting



MAPPR
Mapping and Prioritizing Parcels for Resiliency

 Biomap
 Resiliency
 Critical linkages
 Underrepresented settings
 PWS
 Prime farmland



MassMaper
(formerly OLIVER)

More Mass Open Space Network Trainings Coming Soon!



Sharing Your Priorities
 Share your community’s priorities
 Develop relationships
 Access expertise and information
 Engage in partnerships!



Resources



www.masswoods.org/OSC



Open Space Committees
www.masswoods.org/osc

http://www.masswoods.org/osc


Find a Professional Tool
www.masswoods.org/professionals

http://www.masswoods.org/professionals


www.wildlandsandwoodlands.org

http://www.wildlandsandwoodlands.org/


Final Thoughts

 Don’t get overwhelmed! You don’t have to know all of the 
details of land prioritization or protection.

 There are people working in your community that can help.

 Don’t forget your role.  Focus on relationships!



“Relegating conservation to government 
is like relegating virtue to the Sabbath. 
Turns over to professionals what should 
be the daily work of amateurs” 

Aldo Leopold, 1935


	Mass Open Space Network�The Ecological Context �of Your Community
	Conservation Priorities
	Conservation Reality
	Informing Landowner Decisions
	Slide Number 5
	Your Unique Role�Proactive & Reactive
	Broad Conservation Goals
	Land Cover
	Rate of Development
	Ecoregions
	Forest Types
	Community Context
	Slide Number 13
	Different Priorities, Different Parcels
	Land Conservation Mapping
	Land Conservation Tools
	Ecological Diversity
	Social Diversity
	MAPPR�Mapping and Prioritizing Parcels for Resiliency
	MassMaper �(formerly OLIVER)
	Sharing Your Priorities
	Resources
	Slide Number 23
	Open Space Committees�www.masswoods.org/osc 
	Find a Professional Tool�www.masswoods.org/professionals  
	www.wildlandsandwoodlands.org 
	Final Thoughts
	Slide Number 28

